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In the specification; 

Please amend the Summary of the Inventi on as follows: 
[00031 present invention addresses this need by providing a 

push-pufih latch that can be used in association with an automotive compartment 
where the latch includes a track member that defines a generally heart shaped 
brack having a V-shaped notch and a guide member that moves within the track 
to facilitate positioning the compartment door in the closed position when the 
guide member rests in the V-shaped notch. Further, the track member is molded 
from a polymer and includes an Integrated retaining section that is positioned 
adjacent the V-shaped notch and gi opening a chonnol that connects the heart 
shaped track to the retaining section. 

Please amend the Brief Description o f the Drawinpp as follows: 
[0005] Figure 1 illustrates a perspective cutaway side view of an 
automotive compartment with the door in the open position; 

[00061 Figure 2 illustrates a perspective cutaway side view of an 

automotive overhead compartment with the door entering in the closed position; 

Please add between paragraphs fOOOfil and TOOOTl: 

Fi^e 2A illustrates a perspective view shown pa rtially in phantom of an 
automotive compartment with the door in the dosed position; 

Please amend paragraph rO0091 as follows: 

[0009] Figure 5 illustrates a sectional view of the track member 

locked into the retaining section; aftd 

Please amend paragraph f OGIOT as follows; 

[0010] Figure 6 is a flowchart illustrating the preferred method of 

this invention? ; and 
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Plpa<^p add after p aragraph fOOlOl: 

Pi pure 7 is a pet;^pective view tif an auto mobile indtidinp a push-push 
latch that is diisdosed in t he present invention. 

Please amend paragraph [0011 1 as follows: 

[00111 The push-push latch of the present invention^ shown 
generally at 20 in Figures 1-5 and 7. is used in association with a storage 
compartment 22 in an automobile to facilitate moving the compartment door 24 
between an opened position, as illusirated in Rgure I, and a closed position, as 
illustrated in Figure 2A 2. It should be noted that the push-push latch of the 
present invention is not limited to automotive compartments, rather, it can be 
used in association with any compartment or environment that requires a latch. 



Please add between paragraphs f 00121 and r0013l: 

[0012.1] Figures 2 and 2A illgstrate the r dationship between the 
push-push latch 20 and how it engages with the compartment door 24 allowing it 
to move to a dosed position. The compartment door 24 includes a connector 38 
that is perraanentlv attached to the door and extends out from the door toward 
ttie compartment bodv 26. The connector 38 has a first end 39 and a second end 
41, The first end 39 is attached to the compartment door 24 and the second end 
41 includes a protrusion 4L 

[0012.2] The track member 30. on the other hand , is attached to the 
compartment bodv 26. The track member 30 includes a clamp m ember 45 that 
has a first end 47 and a second end 49. The nist end 47 includco a protrusion 51 
that matin^ly engages with ttie connector protrusion 43, The second end 49 of 
thft rla^p member 45 is pivotally attached to the tra ck member 30. 
[0012.3] The compar^ent bodv 26 includes a rece ss 53 for receipt of said 
track member 30. The track member 30 is spring loaded 55 within the recess 53. 
Hiere is a fitting 57 that is located alony ttte outer ed^e of the re cess 53 that 
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allows the track member 30 ^ move alon g an axis 56 but prevetite the track 
m^V>«^ 30 ffom completely ex i ting from the recess 53. Further, the guide 
member is attached to the fitting P «ch that it can only move radiaUy with respect 
to axis 56. 

Please cancel paragraph (00141 . 

Please amend paragraph fOOlTI as follows: 

[0017] Referring to Kpnes Figure 2. 2A and 3, under normal 
circumstances when the door 24 of the compartment 22 is in the opened position 
the track member assembly is extending out from the recess 53 and the damp 
member 45 is pivoting awav from tii e brack member 30 section containing the 
heart-shaped track 34, as is known tn one skilled in the art of push-push latches. 
Further, ti ie guide member 32 is resting in pathway A 40. When a torco io oxcrtcd 

on th e d oo r 21 t o p UCh it i nto the Cloocd pOOitionj t^'' i-nnnnrtnr ^0 nn tho 

compoitrnGnt door 21 cngogeo the pushpuch Intch 20. This ongagomont forccc 
guide member 32 to move from pathway A 10 into pathway B 12 and trovol along 
the length of path^voy B and p'1^""'^ fi^*^ mmnr M into pathway C 16. 
G kadc mombor 32 mov^oo along the length of pathway C 16 and comoc to a rest at 
the V nhapod notch 36 . Thtrrffrrfj Tir^irm ir, fV>n rlnnnH pnnitinn the guide member 
32 ip pocitioiicd in flio V ohopcd notch 36 of the track member 30 resting against 

Pkase insert b etween paragraphs fOOlTl and I0018I ; 

[0017.1] When a force is exerted on the door 24 to push it into the 
dosed positiQti. the connector 38 on the compartment door 24 engages the pixsh- 
push latch 20, More spedficallv. the protrusion on the connector is received 
within the damp and the track member. The force bein ^ exerted on the door 
causes the connector to push the track member down into the r ecess and forcing 
the spring member to contract. As the track member de scends into the recess, the 
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rl;.Tnp member piv"te in toward the section o f ^h*- ^T•adc m^ber COntaitimR th^ 
hoart shaped tracW- Th^ cmtrusi o n on the connertor Bftatingly en^^g^ with the 
prr^ tnirinn nn the d^m« member. M Hie track member af^Sfflibly comes to a rest 
whpn seated completely within f he recess, the cotnpartment door is positioned in 
vhe dosed posiHon. During t h i<t engagement pT<ve.ss. guide mftmber 32 is forced 
f» move from pathway A 40 into p;»t>iwav B 42 and travel along the lengih o f 
pathway B 42. ;.nrl around the firet comer 44 into pathway C. 46. Gaide xo^mb^ 
32 moyes along the length of pathway C 46 a i^H rnmes to a rest at the V-shaped 
notch 36. Therefore, when in the dosed position the guide mfflfiber 32 is 
positioned in the V-shat>ed notd > 36 of die track member 30 resting against wati- 



>ase amend para^aph fOQ lB] as follows: 
100181 When a force is exerted on the compartment door 24 in an 
effort to move the door 24 from the closed position to the opened position, under 
normal circumstances, guide member 32 is forced out from V-shaped notch 36 
and into pathway D 48. More soeciflff i^Yr exerted on the comparfiBgl* 

door forces the track member down in tp the reces^ and thus forces the spring 
member to rnntract. This compressi on of the spring aUows giiide member to 
moye out from the Vrshaped notch into pathway D 48 as is known to one skilled 
in the art of push-push latches. After hrayeling the lengfli of pathway D 48 guide 
member 32 moves around the second comer 50 and trayels down ttie length of 
paftiway E 52. Pathway E 52 merges into pathway A 40 and guide member 32 
comes to a rest back in pathway A 40. As eiiide me mber 32 travels from die 
second comer fiO through to pathway A 40. the track member is forced by the 
spring out throufdt the recess. As the guide mem ber extends out through the 
recess, dap ^p memht^ 45 pivots awav from th e track member. As the clamp 
member pivots away the connector is released. Ihe connector 38 disengages 
from ttie push-push latch 20 once guide member 32 is positioned within pathway 
A 40 causing the compartment door 24 to move into the opened position. 
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Ploafift amend oarap:aph r002Ql as foUows: 

[0020] In the event of an automobile coUision, there is a chance tiwt 
the compartment door 24 wiU be subjected to an excessive force. Therefore it is 
desired to keep the door 24 locked in its closed position under such 
circumstances, rather than being allowed to open thereby subjecting the vehicle 
occupant to an open door member or exposing them to the objects contained 
within the storage compartment 22. To address this situatloiv present 
invention provides for a track member 30 that is molded from a polymer and 
includes an integrated retaining section 28 that is positioned adjacent the V- 
shaped notch 36 and an opening ^8. also referred to as a channel 58^ ttiat connects 
the heart-shaped track 34 to the retaining section 28. In frttt the ppyun^ 
rnimects the V-^ped notch to the retaining sectioa T he opening has a width 
dimension that is less than the width dimension of the guide member and less 
than the wiH>h rfimension of all the pathways de flniny the heart-shaped paflL 

Please amend paragraph r002 1I as follows: 

[0021] A force is considered to be excessive when it exceeds a 
predetermined value. One ^dlled in the art of push-push latches has the 
knowledge to define the parameters of an excessive force/ but a typical range is 
10-80 G's. If the force is less than the predeleiDtiined value, then the guide 
member 32 will move along the track member 30 as defined under normal 
conditions. However, if file force is greater than or equal to the predetermined 
value, then die guide member 32 will be fortxd into retaining section 28. Guide 
member 32 engages the opening or charmd 58, forcing the walls 60 of the 
opening ^laAfiel 58 to flex out in the radial directi<m with respect to axis 56 and 
die guide member 32 will move and lock into the retaining section 28, Once the 
guide member 32 is in die retaining section 28, the ooaiing ^ uumol walls 60 will 
flex back into dieir normal positions. Once positioned in the retaining section 28, 
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the compartment door 24 wiU lock in a closed position and will not open unless 
the guide member 32 is manually reset out of the retaining section 28. 

Please insert between paragraphs rQ0211 and [00221: 

[0021.1] Described another way, the push- push latch of the present 
invention travels a routin e path during normal operation allowing the dooy t? 
move betwegn an opened position and a closed position. However, the push- 



push latch of the present invention travels a n on-routine path when the door of 
the compartmgnt is subjected to a for ce greater than a predetermined force, thus 
locking the door in a dosed position. The rout ine path of travel includes the 
generally heart shaped track mdudine the V-sh aped notch defined bv tiie track 
member. The non-routine oath of travel includes the openinff coimecting the V- 
shaped notch to the retaininyr section an d including the retaining section, wherein 
the opening is narrower than the width of fr'"^^? piember and the width of all 
other pathways of the heart shaped track. 
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